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DIVERSIFICATION LEASES 
Statement by Minister for Lands 

MR J.N. CAREY (Perth — Minister for Lands) [12.11 pm]: A key objective of the proposed reform to the Land 
Administration Act is to support economic growth and development of our state through diversified use of crown 
land. These proposed reforms include a new form of tenure called a diversification lease, which will enable crown 
land to be used for multiple purposes, such as tourism and renewable energy projects, and provide new opportunities 
to native title holders. A diversification lease will provide a new land tenure option to support the broadscale 
diversification of regional Western Australia. The new tenure will also help open large areas of land for native title 
holders looking to undertake economic development activities such as cultural tourism. For a diversification lease to 
be granted, it first requires an Indigenous land use agreement to be negotiated with native title holders and claimants. 
Ahead of the bill being drafted, the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage has released a draft policy framework 
guiding the use of diversification leases on crown land for consultation. While the bill is still being drafted, ongoing 
consultation remains important, and that is why we have gone out early with the draft policy for comment, while 
the department and I continue to meet with peak bodies, industry and interested parties, to ensure that the proposed 
reforms are well understood. 
This tenure will bolster the state’s efforts in climate action, driving the renewable sector and carbon farming in the 
north, and assist in the state’s transition towards net zero emissions by 2050. The policy framework encourages 
economic diversification and investment by providing opportunities for pastoralists, native title parties and others 
to be involved in maximising the use of crown land and diversifying the state’s economy. 
Although the six-week consultation period was proposed to close on 13 August, after engagement with the department 
on the policy, several groups flagged that they needed extra time, and I agreed to extend the deadline to 19 August 
to ensure that these comments would be received and considered. Extensive consultation has already been undertaken 
while the bill is being drafted, including public presentations held at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre 
and face-to-face presentations with Aboriginal groups and the environment, energy, mining and pastoral sectors 
and peak bodies, amongst others. 
I welcome any comments from industry and interested parties in the policy. This will assist in ensuring that the 
policy for the proposed form of tenure, if supported, will be fit for purpose and support the diversification of crown 
land and our economy. 
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